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By Frank Wardynski

Bovine tuberculosis has been a challenge for us in Michigan for about 30 years

now. Because of TB we have lost our closest market for beef and dairy cattle and
goats. The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection
continues to refuse access to their auction markets and make it difficult for Wisconsin
producers to buy our livestock even with the proper testing conducted here in
Michigan. It's interesting that some states allow our cattle from the Upper Peninsula
where there's never been a positive case of tuberculosis in either the deer or livestock
populations, yet states like Wisconsin and other states make the requirements so
difficult that our livestock are not going to those states.

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza was diagnosed in Michigan dairy cattle back in
March of 2024 and disrupted cattle movement, especially cattle moving across state
lines, even to slaughter. The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development imposed biosecurity restrictions on dairy farms that had

many producers up in arms. The biosecurity restrictions required that the dairy have a
biosecurity manager, establish a line of separation to keep livestock and high traffic
areas separate, disinfecting vehicles and individuals entering the secure area

and maintaining a logbook of vehicles and individuals crossing access points. These
requirements are very similar to biosecurity protocols that many hog and poultry
operations follow.

The Asian Longhorned Tick was found here in the USA back in 2017 and now has
spread across 20 states. Now the New World Screwworm has just crossed the US/
Mexican border. These insects have the potential to be devastating. Are we doing
everything we can protect our herds?

And potentially the worst disease challenge has not hit the US yet. Foot-and-mouth
disease (FMD) is highly contagious virus affecting cloven hooved animals. It also has
the potential to become one of those diseases where everybody stops allowing us to
export our meat.

We have all these insects and diseases that have the potential to be devastating to our
herds and the economic viability of our industries. Some of the challenges
associated with diseases like FMD would be the demand for our

product. If we cannot export our product, that will be a decrease in
demand and cause our prices to drop. | know that we as individuals
cannot stop diseases from entering our country, but we should be taking
action to implement biosecurity protocols to safe guard our farms.



MSU UPREC Welcomes Student Field Trips for Spring 2026
By Micayla Greenberg

This May, Michigan State University Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Centerin Chatham,

Ml, hosted 253 students from six schools in Marquette, Alger, and Mackinac counties for farm field

trips. Ranging from kindergarten through high school, students participated in hands-on activities at both
the UPREC North and South Farms, gaining a deeper understanding of Upper Peninsula agriculture and food
systems. Farm field trips offer students the opportunity to learn more about careers in agriculture and
natural resources, better understand local food systems and sustainable agriculture, and to spend time

learning outdoors.

MSU Extension staff and volunteers shared multiple

interactive lessons on local history, ecology, conservation efforts, and
agricultural practices. Students were introduced to the farm’s

beautiful acreage and greeted by grazing cattle on “The People Mover” wagon
ride with Farm Manager, Paul Naasz and drivers Andy Bahrman and Darin
Tyner. Through the “Every Tree for Itself” activity, learners were challenged
with realistic tree health and nutrient scenarios, led by Anna Ellis and Tyreen
Prunick. UPREC Director, James DeDecker, and Sydney Fayton let the
students get their hands dirty with a lesson on judging soil composition and
texture by feel. Miranda Fletcher facilitated the “Three

Sisters” lesson highlighting the traditional Indigenous agricultural method of

planting corn, beans, and squash together as companion plants. During the

“Pollinator Relay Race,” Lucy DeDecker, Peyton Wensaut and Abby Owen taught students about pollinators
and the important role they play in supporting agriculture and healthy ecosystems. The “Integrated Pest
Management Scavenger Hunt” run by Al Bussler, tasked students with scouting for insects

and identifying different types to make informed integrated pest management decisions. Abbey Palmer
guided students on a nature walk throughout the farm, discussing the important roles of “pest” species such
as barn swallows and ground squirrels. Students also took a walk down memory lane, as Brian Wibby led a
memory game with historic kitchen and culinary tools from days gone by. Rene Sanderson concluded the
day with one of the students’ favorite activities- food sampling! Students tasted a combination of

Yooper favorites and locally grown food products, '
including Foolazul Hot Sauce, Yooper Sisters
Artisan Thimbleberry Jam, Moonlight Medows
Strawberry Rhubarb Jam, and Cherry Bay Orchards
dried fruit.

It was a delight to host groups from Bothwell, Gwinn,

Graveraet, Ishpeming, and Three Lakes this spring. A
special thank you to Growing UP Agriculture Association, MSU UPREC staff, and our Extension volunteers for
making this field trip season possible. We look forward to strengthening community connections through

future school field trips as we continue to learn and grow together! 2



Michigan Conservation Stewards Program returning to Marquette Co. this fall!
By Anna Ellis

The Michigan Conservation Stewards Program (CSP) is an educational program for adult

learners offered by Michigan State University Extension. CSP is geared toward those who
are enthusiastic about learning science-based ecosystem management principles,
getting involved in on-the-ground stewardship efforts, sharing their knowledge with the
public, and empowering others to get engaged in improving their local natural

areas. Registration for this dynamic 8-week, hybrid program is open and available

at events.anr.msu.edu/micsp2026 through Sunday, Aug. 9, 2026, with scholarship

opportunities available for all.

Weekly Wednesday evening sessions (6:00-8:30 PM) begin Aug. 26, 2026, and run through Oct. 21, 2026. The
program includes:

e Virtual, self-paced lessons;

e Weekly in-person evening sessions with paired field trips at various locations within Marquette County;

e Two Saturday in-person field trips at Beaver Basin Wilderness on September 16th and the Yellow Dog
Watershed Preserve on September 26th;

Capstone (Applied) Project related to restoring and conserving Michigan’s ecosystem, with guidance provided
by a local mentor.

"l have never been a part of a group of such like-minded people who |l instantly got along with so well
before." - Sandra Becka, 2024 Marquette CSP student.

We are proud to partner with the following local

organizations: ’ -

e Trout Unlimited

e Starflower Ecological Alliance

e Natural Resources Conservation Service Michigan

CONSERVATION STEWARDS

Program

e Michigan Department of Natural Resources

e Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve

e Marquette Conservation District

e The Nature Conservancy of Michigan

e Michigan Sea Grant Extension

e Michigan Natural Features Inventory

For additional details of the 2026 Conservation Stewards Program and to register, please

visit events.anr.msu.edu/micsp2026.

For general questions and registration assistance, please contact Shelby Warner at warner80@msu.edu. 3
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Barn Tour Hosted by Engadine Historical Society
By Wendell Miller ’ '

The Engadine Historical Society will host a
barn tour Sunday, August 9. The focus will be
on the gambrel roof style (hip roof) barn. We
will be featuring barns that show the
architecture and construction techniques,
changes made to keep up with farming
practices, and efforts to maintain the
structure and usefulness of the barn. The
tour will start at the Garfield Township Hall in
Engadine and will visit several barns by bus.
The bus will leave promptly at 2:00 p.m., so
please arrive early to allow time to get on the
bus.

Following the barn visits there will be

gathering at the town hall that will include a meal served by the Engadine Methodist Women, a display of
barn building tools used in building area barns, an example of the rafter construction from an actual area
barn, a local barn photographer's display, and a time of barn building memory sharing, with questions and
answers. We plan to return to the hall at 5:30. The meal will be served at 5:45. The suggested donation for
the mealis $20.00 a plate, which will include a barn directory booklet and Barn Tour Button. Reserve your
seat for the tour by emailing engadinehistorical@gmail.com by August 1, or send a note to Engadine
Historical Society, PO Box 114, Engadine, M| 49827. We hope you will join us!

Meet the UPREC Summer Interns!

Meet Micayla Greenberg (she/her/hers), Agriculture Education and
Outreach Intern at MSU UPREC! Originally from Metro Detroit,
Micayla joined the farm in June for the summer season. Here, she
supports educational programming, community outreach, and
social media engagement while also assisting with ongoing
research projects across the North and South Farms.

Micayla is entering her senior year at Michigan State University
studying Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resource Education with
double minors in Environmental Science & Sustainability and
Business. In addition, she is looking forward to beginning her
student teaching experience next school year. This summer, she is
researching the impact of UPREC educational programming
throughout the Upper Peninsula.

Outside of the farm, Micayla is a member of Sigma Alpha Professional Agricultural Sorority, serves as
President of the Jewish Student Union at MSU, and enjoys biking, hiking, baking, attending concerts and
creating art projects. Even though UPREC does not have them on the farm, her favorite farm animals are
chickens and goats! Fun fact: Micayla was a competitive tap dancer growing up!

We are grateful to have Micayla’s enthusiasm for education, engagement, and outreach as part of the
UPREC team this summer! Be sure to follow along with Micayla’s updates on the farm through our Facebook
(@MSU Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center) and Instagram (@msuuprec)! 4
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Regeneratlve Agriculture Field Days
Two Days. Real Farms. Real Practices. Expert Speakers.

Free Event ~ Rain or Shine ~ Registration Required ~ Limited Spots

July 28* & 29* | Chatham, MI

Join local producers, MSU researchers, conservation partners, and regenerative ag experts for two
days of farm tours, research demos, and hands-on soil health learning. Expect practical farm examples,
grazing insights, and actionable strategies you can take home to use on your own operation.

DAY 1: FARM TOURS (July 28th, 12:00 - 5:30 PM) REGISTER HERE:

* Producer-led discussions, tours of local farms practicing
regenerative agriculture
o Yooper Country-farm market & small livestock
o Rock River Flower Farm - cut flowers, plant starts, and pastured poultry & pork
o Log Cabin Livestock -cattle and sheep grazing

* Soils Discussion You may register for just one
day, or if you plan to attend

both days, please be sure to
complete a separate
registration for each day!

« End of day networking & appetizers at Rock River Flower Farm
We will start the day at Yooper Country Farm.
N 5930 Hallstrom Rd, Eben Junction, M| 49825
You will need to be able to drive yourself from farm to farm or carpool.
Camp chairs are welcome at the event.

DAY 2: FARM TOURS (July 29th, 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM)

« Start the day with a tour of MSU UP Research and Extension Center

o Research at North & South Farms and Regen Ag Practices, James DeDecker, UPREC

o E3774 University Dr, Chatham, M| 49816

+ Key Speaker & Soil Health Expert: Eric Fuchs, Soil Health Academy

o Eric is the Vice President and instructor with the Soil Health Academy, helping farmers
across the country build healthier soils and more resilient operations. He focuses on practical,
real-world strategies that reduce inputs, improve soil function, and work on working farms.

» Soil Health Demonstration
o Michelle Sweeten, MDARD Field Coordinator and Holly Moss, Conservation Technician, Delta CD
* Lunch, Q&A , and Peer Networking

o Lunch provided at UPREC South Farm %
o DOOR PRIZES ANNOUNCED AFTER LUNCHI \

Hosted By: In Partnership: Event F ded By:

Alger & Delta MSU UP Research &
Conservation Districts Extension Center, Log Cabin

algercd.org deltacd.org Livestock, Yooper Country,

906-387-2222 "906-553-7700 Rock River Farm & MORAD
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President: Rod Johnson
Secretary: Shannon Sanders

906-779-1774

S& , Weston, WI
(115) 573-4924
/414%4 R WWW.STangus.com

Service age hulls, open females and show
prospects for sale private treaty. Bulls are
fertility tested and bred for calving ease
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FARM CREDIT SERVICES

At the heart of growing America
100 years of Ag Experience

Loans, ag taxes, farm records, consulting

1801 N. Lincoln Road, Suite A, Escanaba, MI
(906) 786-4487 Fax: (906) 786-3450

Johnson Brothers Livestock
3740 18th Rd. Escanaba, MI

Buying or Hauling Cattle
St. Louis—Mondays, Gaylord—Wednesdays

Call Gary Johnson
Office (906) 786-4878 Gary Cell (906) 235-0099
Steve Cell (906) 399-2858

REGISTERED MAINE ANJOU AND ANGUS

CLAY KNOLL FARMS

OPEN & BRED HEIFERS AND BREEDING AGE
BULLS AVAILABLE

BREEDING CATTLE TO IMPACT THE
PRESENT AND INFLUENCE THE FUTURE.
BREEDING STOCK—BULLS
SHOW PROSPECTS—STEERS
DUANE & LISA SIMPKINS & SONS

DUANE CELL 989-329-6141
LisA CELL 989-578-0328

GARY & JAN SIMPKINS

HOME 989-426-8185

CELL 989-329-4668

GLADWIN, MI

Ray’s Feed Mill T,

Ratfion & Crop
Consultants

(800) 832-1822 or (?06) 466-2231

Bark River & Norway

-Open Daily, 8 to 9 - Everyone Welcome
906-225-0671+ 502 W Washington St
www.marquettefood.coop

; food co-op

Feed  Seed e Fertilizer
Rosebush Sale Barn, Inc. M

Sale 1st Wednesday of each month
Baby heifer & bull calves sell every Tuesday at noon
Over 40 years experience in Dairy Business
If you're thinking about selling your herd, or a portion of
it, call us! We can help!

Hay & Straw available
Robert Filhart (989) 330-6005
www.rosebushsalebarn.com

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Association

WAU KON, lOWA
Feeder Sales Schedule
o 2" & 4th Wednesdays

(563) 568-4501

www.equitycoop.com




United

[aroducers. Inc.

Farmer owned. Farmer values.

St. Louis Sale every Monday
Collection point in Escanaba
Call for more information (989) 681-2191

ﬁ

%

Kubota, AGCO, Massey-Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston,
Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, and Kverneland

Skinners

Pickford, Ml
(906) 647-5655 or
(877) 647-2500

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Association

Collecting Cattle on Tuesdays at the
Larry Linsmeier Farm north of Menominee, MI

(906) 863-8123

www.equitycoop.com

SMC
53(7%%” P oarteitn g 500/@-

eriflive

We want to be your first choice!
Agricultural Services & Supplies

Stephenson, MI
(800) 445-6167

Powers, Mi
(800) 962-3008

Market Report
$228-5250 per 100 Ibs.

$190-5230 per 100 Ibs.

Choice Steers
Holstein Steers

Hogs $65-568 per 100 lbs.
Lambs $200-$330 per 100 Ibs.
Cull cows $121-5164 per 100 Ibs.
Calves $525-51300 per 100 Ibs.
Goats $250-5410 per 100 lbs.

Breeding and Feeder Animals
Grade Holstein cows top $4000/head
Grade Holstein bred heifers top $3600/head

Mso Q06-227-1032 3

MARQUETTE tickets.nmu.edu

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

NOW ANNOUNCING OUR
2026-2027 CONCERT SERIES

JULY 9, 2026: AMERICAN FANTASY - FREE CONCERT
SPONSORED BY EAGLE MINE!

OCT 10, 2026: EVERYTHING BEAUTIFUL AND MSO
SIDE-BY-SIDE: FLAGELLO, BONDS & DVORAK

DEC 12 & 13, 2026: ANNUAL HOLIDAY CONCERTS

JAN 16, 2027: S5ING WITH THE SYMPHONY AND
BEETHOWVEN'S 2ND SYMPHONY

MARCH 6, 2027: TIM KLIPHUIS, JIMMY GRANT:
SELECTIONS OF DJANGO & GRAPELL

APRIL 10, 2027: BLOOM AT THE
WATERFRONT: MOMO HE, L. BERNSTEIN,
YOUNG ARTIST COMPETITION WINNER

JUNE 22: Season Ticket |
Renewals & Sales Begin

JULY 20: Individual
Concert Tickets On Sale

r

Classifieds

FOR SALE: Hay—mixed round bales, 700 lbs stored inside.
Also small square bales of straw. Call Jim Myers (906) 399-
1649 or (906) 466-2672.

FOR SALE: Straw- large round & small square bales. Hay —
large rounds of first & second crop, small squares of first,
second and third crop. Call Marenger’s Farm (906) 241-9365.

FOR SALE: Mixed Hay—round bales 700 lbs & 2nd cut small
square bales. Call Alan or Karen Raynard (906) 647-6697,
Pickford.

FOR SALE: Mixed Hay—grass and trefoil, 40-50 round bales
available at 700-800 lbs each. Call (815) 260-2930.

FOE SALE: 4x5 Silage bales & 4x6 Dry round bales 1250lbs food
for horse or Beef. Contact Don at Nault Farm
Home 906-786-3951 Cell 906-398-9865
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Serving the Upper Peninsula Agricultural Industry
Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender
identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status, or veteran status.
U.P. Ag Connections appreciates the support of this newsletter by our advertisers, however in no way does this imply endorsement
of any specific products or services.

If you do not wish to receive this publication, please contact Rene Sanderson at sande638@msu.edu or (906) 439-5114

Stay connected with MSU UPREC! Follow our Facebook page, @MSU Upper Peninsula Re-
search and Extension Center. Plus, good news! We are also reintroducing our Instagram page,
@msuuprec. Follow along for updates on current projects, research highlights, educational
programming, and community events across the North and South Farms. We look forward to
sharing another season of our farm with the community!
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https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/mawn-nw.html
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/mawn-sw.html
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=wmt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=weo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ver
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=tpd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=swm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=stv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=stn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=spo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=spn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=shv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=sdk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=scd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=sbe
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rvl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rom
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=rfw
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ncm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pky
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pig
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=pcc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ost
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=obl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=old
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=nwm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=nth
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ner
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=msu
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mou
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mml
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mgr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=men
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mea
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mct
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=mcb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=lpr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=lin
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=les
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ldt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=law
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kzo
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kwd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=knd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kct
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kbs
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=kal
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ith
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hvl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=htc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hrt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hfd
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=hdn
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=haw
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=has
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=grt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=grj
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=gay
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=frm
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=frl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=flt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=fgv
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=fev
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=esc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=epr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=ent
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=emt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=elk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=eld
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=elb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=dow
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=drf
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cth
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cnt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cmc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=clt
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=clr
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cnk
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cld
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cer
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=cas
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=brs
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bnz
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bna
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bel
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=bbc
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=arl
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=alg
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=alb
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=aet
https://mawn.geo.msu.edu/station.asp?id=acp

